3i6         NOTICE  ON THE BUDDHIST MONKS.

understood even imperfectly a small part of what they
recited. Those who enjoy popularly a reputation for un-
common knowledge affect to speak very little, show a great
reserve, despising as ignorant the person that approaches
their abodes or holds conversation with them. But silence,
which in a learned man is a sign of modesty, is too often
with them a cloak to cover their ignorance, and a cunning
device for disguising pride under the garb of humility.
The latter virtue, though much recommended in the Wini,
is not a favourite one with the Talapoins. It is indeed
impossible that they could ever understand or practise it,
since they are unacquainted with the two great ways that
lead to it, viz,, a profound knowledge of God and a
thorough knowledge of self. Talapoins, who are distin-
guished among their brethren for their great austerity of
manners and more perfect observance of their regulations,
are the most unpleasing beings the writer has ever met
with.

They are cold, reserved, speaking with affected concise-
ness : their language is sententious, seasoned with an un-
common dose of pretension. Sentences falling from their
lips are half finished, and involved in a mysterious ob-
scurity, calculated to fill with awe and admiration their
numerous hearers ; a certain haughtiness and contempt of
others always shows itself through their affected simplicity
and humble deportment. Vanity and selfishness, latent
in their hearts, force themselves on the attention of an
acute observer. In their manners they are occasionally so
affected by a ridiculous reserve that one might be tempted
to think that their brain is not quite sound. Talapoins, in
general, entertain a very high idea of their own excellence ;
and the great respect paid to them by the people contri-
butes not a little to foster it, and make them, believe tbat
nobody on earth can ever be compared to them. To such
a height has their pride reached that they believe it would
be derogatory to their dignity to return civility for civility,
or thanks for the alms people bestow on them.